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him complete submission to his views. Such a demand may have suited men of lesser intellect, bub as regards Nietzsche it was a piece of sheer arrogance. Yet not even "Wagner, I think, ever quite got over the blow; my brother certainly did not. Men of commanding genius seldom realise how rare a thing genius is, and how it is an even rarer thing for two supreme intellects to form an intimate friendship. After the separation, both may have breathed more freely for a time, and have fancied that it would not be so difficult to replace the lost friend, yet in the end neither found adequate consolation. Hem rich von Stein told me in touchingly modest fashion, how he always felt that "Wagner was seeking some compensation for the loss of Nietzsche's friendship, and was constantly disappointed, (This was during the years 1885-86.) My brother also sought compensation, and in his isolated condition was less successful than Wagner, who came into contact with some men of great distinction. Finally my brother came to the conclusion that Wagner was robbing him of the few friends whom he might have influenced. That, I think, was the hardest blow of all.
The fact that there were other reasons to widen the gulf between Nietzsche and the Bayreuth master was well-known to many. In 1878, my brother and I met Kichard Pohl at Baden-Baden. The subject of Wagner at once came up, and from, the very reserve that my brother imposed upon himself Pohl guessed more than was desirable. " Yes, of course," exclaimed Pohl, turning to me, " Professor Nietzsche wishes to be alone when he worships Wagner, and now that we are coming along in troops, he won't join in our devotions/' My brother laughed, and said afterwards that there was some point in this remark. At any rate, he writes in 1886 : "There is no doubt that Wagner's art is to-day influencing the masses. Surely this fact is not without significance for that art itself? There are in art three good things for